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Innovation and cooperation to restore marine habitats on the

Catalan coastline
The LIFE ECOREST project aims to restore nearly 30,000 hectares of deep-sea habitats in Catalonia, in an
area of high ecological value along the coast of Girona and Barcelona, with the active participation of the

fishing industry.

Therefore, the project promotes a package of actions until 2026 to improve the conservation status of deep-
sea habitats and demonstrate the effectiveness of participatory fisheries management.

More information

Action area

The project acts in 14 fishing protection zones along the coast of Girona and Barcelona, an area of significant
ecological importance due to the high concentration of endangered, threatened or vulnerable species,
including gorgonians, black corals and several species of sponges.
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The collaboration of the fishing industry

The fishing industry plays a fundamental role in this project, as it is responsible for the collection of the
organisms that have been accidentally caught and their subsequent transfer to the aquariums installed in
different fishers' cooperatives. It also collaborates in the maintenance and adaptation of the organisms
collected and raising social awareness of the importance of recovering marine habitats.
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"The joint work between fishermen, scientists, administrations
and society is the important commitment that the ocean needs
to recover™

At the Institut de Ciéncies del Mar (ICM-CSIC),
Josep-Maria Gili has been researching the ocean
for over 40 years and transferring its values to
society in order to protect it.

He currently coordinates the LIFE ECOREST project
to restore of deep-sea habitats in Catalonia with
the active participation of the fishing industry.

Discover what marine restoration is all about

Marine ecosystems are the home of habitats and
species which are pivotal to life on Earth, such as
meadows of Neptune grass, corals, or sponges.
However, many of these marine communities are in a
deficient state of conservation and damaged after
decades of withstanding the impact of human activity.

Restoration of marine habitats is a powerful ally to
reverse ecosystem degradation and maintain the
natural value of sea habitats.

It is not a default solution but rather the last step to
complete the restoration of damaged natural resources

More information

Refuge on the ocean

Deep sea habitats provide shelter and food for a
large number of species and enhance marine
biodiversity, since they play a fundamental role in
the life cycle of many marine organisms.

Deep reefs (Habitat 1170) are one of the five marine
habitat types of Community interest listed in Annex |
of the Habitats Directive.
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